10/12/76 


Lear Ji:,, 

Lore on the Mann act. (pun) 

Tb@ iead article in the Pittsburgh Press TV section 10/1/76 is headed, ’’Pitts- 
burgh writer Uncovers Sew King Evidence." Subhead "Research fn SBC Drama." The 
calls to newness and sziga&st originality of work is emphasized in the lead by 
Barbara Holsop le (right): "New evidence uncovered by writ r-producer Abby fiann 
has been turned :ver to the special house cos it tee' reopening the investigation 
oi the assassination of hr. Martin Luther *ing. Mann, a Boemr Pittsburgher, turned 
ap the informs tiost dale researching a drama tax he is riting about King for L£C.” 

It then reporta that Kann turned this all over the Fauntroy, . te, and says he 
will & among the first witnesses. 

i'tsiin said some of the new evidence de- Is with the stripping of security *t the 
motel where King was shot...; ’important information 1 from a farmer FBI agent, 'and 
statement from other key witnesses." One is described as only iiedditt. 

‘'...the more facts I (sic) uncover the mors disturbed 1 become! ... .Mann* 3 ecriot 
for fc.e three-hour film which ha has just completed writing is about King’s life, 
not the assassination. . * " 

Well, it is clear that the NSC legal de&prtaent did write me the lawyer’s letter 
1 suspected, with the typical smeantieal evasions of I said, by uoing language 
other than mine. Si, hum. Federales© sure gets aroun « • 

I’ll lot thorn respond, as they said they would after further inquiry. 

This , iu th ° k±Txd of “ lect -03tatic copy that is hard for ate to read and is not 
suitable lor further copying. 1*11 ask sj source if I can have- the original. I think 
that for ^es and me both t is is important. 

?*y source is one of the most dependable. If the former Pittsburgher makes the 
papers the re again, have no doubt I’ll get it! 

I’ll carbon Las, • o he'll know. 

The ethics of these szsss wretched people! 

harm is doing a script, or has it completed. Lane has been working with his. SBC 

de. criboU it as a "special, “ I t ink in their net broadcast for MW lews. So what does 

Lane do ones it is all written? Ho goes out to Hollywood and makes a pitch to one to 
whom Paul had spoken for me, for a movie. In short, he tried to eon a producer into 

producing: -hat -^ane does not have except as with Mann, knowing Mann had done that and that 

it would be aired by NBC. 

I think I'll write Fain troy further, this time telling Mn that if ha goes ahead I’ll 
hold a press conference and make of his the jackass he has made of himself. That #4$fc* 
would not si talk about this when it made a difference* No* that it can get his name in 
the papers, he goes with an U3C ripofx. kill this Mann/ Laae/Fauntroy deal very 
publicly now if something doesno’t happen to rectify the nasty tilings they have done. 
xt may fesvo a good effect on the committee, too. But I’ll not write until after I SDe ak 
50 hes * who also & '^te Faun troy. I think Leo may want to call his office first, he a4y not. 
¥e have not discussed., this. 

If I do I'll send copies to the entire committee. I f&ay write Hick oarlier and 
tell him what lies ahead if there is any sore of this. If their eve Is goi ag to be on 
the tubs rather than thu fact the earlier it is certain the better and the lest- unsafe. 

Best, 


B.S. This harm statement to the pap r was long after he received my letter putting Mr-, on 
aitice, long after i first wrote in id's resident by certified return-receipt sail. Mann got 
lAt-fca-* rira «ot suttfLotr hod I know here. 0 



